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Why it Started….!!

The International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and 
Armed Conflict recognizes the great importance of ensuring that action on the 

environment is part of conflict prevention, peacekeeping and peace building strategies 
because there can be no durable peace if the natural resources that sustain livelihoods 

and ecosystems are destroyed

“On 5th November 2001, the United Nations General Assembly declared     
6th November of each year as the International Day for Preventing the 

Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict”
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United Nations Resolution 
Snap shot



Environment - “The unpublicized victim of war”

Mankind has always counted its war
casualties in terms of dead and
wounded soldiers and civilians,
destroyed cities and livelihoods, the
environment has often remained the
unpublicized victim of war

How…..?

“The unpublicized victim of war”

Water wells have 
been polluted

crops torched

forests  were cut 
down/Deforestation

soils poisoned

Animals killed to 
gain military 
advantage



Once thick with 90 percent native tropical forests, 
following conflict Sierra Leone now has less than 4 
percent forest cover" Photo credit: UNEP
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The United Nations
has found that over
of all internal
exploitation of
resources such
scarce resources

Let us renew our commitment to preventing the exploitation of the environment in times of 
conflict, and to protecting the environment as a pillar of our work for peace. 

UN Secretary-General Ban 
International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the 

Environment in War and Armed Conflict, November 6, 2008 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
over the last 60 years, at least 40 percent

internal conflicts have been linked to the
natural resources, whether high-value
as timber, diamonds, gold and oil,

resources such as fertile land and water

Let us renew our commitment to preventing the exploitation of the environment in times of 
conflict, and to protecting the environment as a pillar of our work for peace. 

General Ban Ki-moon 
International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the 

Environment in War and Armed Conflict, November 6, 2008 



What The UN Millennium Project Says….!!
The Millennium Project defines
environmental viability for life support,

preventing or repairing military damage to the 
environment 

 preventing or responding to environmentally caused 
conflicts, and 

 protecting the environment due to its inherent moral 
value

Some 12 million hectares of land are lost yearly due to degradation
already high vulnerability: nearly 70% of agricultural lands in
population depends on agriculture. By 2020, water shortages might
could decline 50%; in the meantime, population is expected to increase
exacerbated by several food-importing countries, including China,
lease farmland in poor countries in Africa, Latin America, Central
security

What The UN Millennium Project Says….!!
defines environmental security as
support, with three sub-elements:

preventing or repairing military damage to the 

preventing or responding to environmentally caused 

protecting the environment due to its inherent moral 

degradation and environmental causes. Desertification threatens regions
the Arab region and 65% of those in Africa––where 60% of

might affect 250 million people in Africa, and agricultural productivity
increase from 967 million to 2 billion in 2050. The situation might

South Korea, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE, that have started to buy
Central Asia, and Southeast Asia in order to address their food and



Global Peace Index 2009

Source: Economist Intelligence Unit (for the Institute for Economics and PeaceSource: Economist Intelligence Unit (for the Institute for Economics and Peace) 

Comparing world peace
(see Figure) with potential security
risks triggered by climate
effects and environmental degradation
(e.g., global sea level rise, temperature
change, water scarcity,
desertification) could help
present vulnerabilities efficiently



UN Security Council Debate…..At Glance

In 2007, the UN Security Council
security implications of climate
members considered the issue
governments.

 “The world has moved from a global
Cold War, to what now should be
War,” says Afelee Pita, Tuvalu Ambassador

UN Security Council Debate…..At Glance

held its first debate on the
change, and many Council

a top priority for their

global threat once called the
be considered the Warming

Ambassador to the UN



 Middle Eastern countries are among
sustainable, and conflict has caused
from Iraq to Lebanon and North Africa

Many post-conflict health and environmental
ongoing, as are liability disputes. A
Council is requesting Israel to pay
environmental damages caused during
War (including, inter alia, the cost
Israel bombed a large refinery).

 In May 2009, UNEP conducted
assessment in the Gaza Strip on the
December 2008–January 2009 in
recommendations

Least Environmentally Sustainable Countries

among the least environmentally
caused massive damages to ecosystems

Africa.
environmental impact assessments are

A motion submitted to the Security
pay Lebanon nearly $1 billion for
during the 2006 Second Lebanon

of UN cleanup of the oil spill after

conducted a post-conflict environmental
the impact of the Israel invasion of
in order to make rehabilitation

Least Environmentally Sustainable Countries





Articles 35 and 55 of Additional
1949 Geneva Conventions
protect the environment
due to the stringent and
required to demonstrate damage

UNEP and Environmental Law Institute (ELI) Findings……..

Additional Protocol I to the
Conventions do not effectively

environment during armed conflict
and imprecise threshold
damage:

UNEP and Environmental Law Institute (ELI) Findings……..



Provisions in humanitarian law that regulate
protect civilian property and objects provide indirect

Restrictions on the means of warfare (in particular
warfare (such as military tactics) provide
although new technologies, such as the use of depleted
except by the general principles of the law
property and objects, including industrial installations
provide indirect protection to the environment
been effectively implemented or enforced.

UNEP and Environmental Law Institute (ELI) Findings……..

regulate the means and methods of warfare or
indirect protection of the environment:

particular weapons) and the methods of
indirect protection to the environment,
depleted uranium, are not yet addressed –

law of war. Provisions that protect civilian
installations and cultural/natural sites, also

environment. However, these protections have rarely

UNEP and Environmental Law Institute (ELI) Findings……..



UNEP and Environmental Law Institute (ELI) Findings……..

The majority of international legal provisions
during armed conflict were designed for international
not necessarily apply to internal conflicts:

Given that most armed conflicts today are
much of the existing legal framework does
vacuum is a major obstacle for preventing
damage inflicted during internal conflicts.
mechanisms to prevent the looting of natural
or to restrict the granting of concessions
legitimacy or legal authority. In addition,
mechanisms to prevent States or corporations
war parties in causing environmental damage

UNEP and Environmental Law Institute (ELI) Findings……..

provisions protecting the environment
international armed conflicts and do

are non-international or civil wars,
does not necessarily apply. This legal

preventing the often serious environmental
There are also no institutionalized

natural resources during armed conflict
concessions by combatants that may lack

addition, there are no systematic
corporations from aiding and abetting civil

damage or looting natural resources



concern regarding the targeting and
environment during wartime first peaked during

The use of the toxic herbicide Agent Orange,
resulting massive deforestation and chemical contamination
caused, sparked an international outcry leading

two new international legal instruments. The
Modification Convention (ENMOD) was adopted
prohibit the use of environmental modification techniques

of warfare. Additional Protocol I to
Conventions, adopted in the following year, included

and 55) prohibiting warfare that may cause
term and severe damage to the natural environment

UNEP and Environmental Law Institute (ELI) Findings……..

and use of the
during the Viet Nam

Orange, and the
contamination it

to the creation
Environmental

adopted in 1976 to
techniques as a

to the Geneva
included two articles
cause “widespread,
environment.”

UNEP and Environmental Law Institute (ELI) Findings……..

Agent Orange was sprayed over large 
areas during the Viet Nam War
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Snap shots



Snap shots



Source: UN Millennium Project 



Thank You
"On this International Day, we stress the critical importance of protecting the 
environment in times of armed conflict and restoring the good governance of 
natural resources during post-conflict reconstruction. We also recognize the 
important role that natural resources play in supporting the livelihoods and 

resilience of all members of society, especially women, and the implications of 
sustainable natural resource management for conflict prevention and peace."

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki
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